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1897 - World Fair (Palace of the Colonies)
‘Musée du Congo’ founded in 1898 by King
Leopold Il

exhibition of scientific objects and studies
promotional activities

Initial project much more complex

1960: Royal Museum for Central Africa
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Museum is aworld centrein
research and knowledge
dissemination on past and present “""7

societies and natural environments of
Africa, and in particular Central Afri
to foster —to the public at large &
the scientific community — a bette
understanding and interest in this
area and, through partnerships, to
substantially contribute to its
sustainable development.
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Federal scientific institution

ACTIVITIES

« Collection management

 Research (anthropology, history, biology,
earth sciences) and valorisation of results

* Public services

 Dissemination of knowledge / exhibitions

e Sensitisation

 Reinforce national capacities in Africa




TN ' | "\ * .,; 3 ‘,‘r .
. . \ a” ]
y : y \‘

{ ' ‘/ ) Hlstory <
Publlcat|0’
Federal Scien flclngtltute/ “

,x Campus RMCA = “:;;\ s

PREY o N e '— tanl Pavilion

\;\f;_, CAI
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collection managemel
bielogy, public service
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Palace of the colonies
(earth sciences, biology,
archaeology, scientific

/ 2 A collections)




o 250 members-of-staff

¥ 60 volunteers

v 85, scientists .
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Collection management:
only 1% on display

& Politics
Studies



Inkoranya
y ikinyarwaanda

DICTIONNAIRE
RWANDA — RWANDA €t RWANDA — FRANCAIS

mu kinyarwaanda
né mu gifaraansa

Inkoranya
y ikinyarwaanda

DICTIONNAIRE
RWANDA — /ANDA €t RWANDA — FRANCAIS

mu kinyarwaanda
né mu gifaraansa

Inkoranya

y ikinyarwaanda

DICTIONNA E

RWANDA — NDA €t RWANDA — FRANCAIS
mu kinyarwaanda

né mu gifaraansa




Scientific Research — HUMAN SCIENCES

Collections of the RMCA: Exploring Africa with ancient maps &
Virunga. Archives et collections d’un parc national d’exception
Field Manual of African Archaeology

Africana Linguistica

“Provinces” project. Kasai

Field Manual for
African Archaeology
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NATURAL SCIENC
Biology
Vertebrates
Invertebrates
Wood biology
Biological collectic
data management_

v 10 000 000 zoological specimens™
v' 56 000 tropical wood samples



Exploration and
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Research — BIOLOGY

Tracing of wood

growth In

DRCongo, Luki
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techniqu
volcanic risk
assessment for
region

(North Kivu, Democratic
Republic of Congo)

AFRICA
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research in several Alifle=13
countries




DIGITISATION

PMR“\?@!&‘;’EE
o o
v — TMS, GNOSIS,
| 1 - DEKKMMA,
Cartography,

photographs

| & The Museum System =10 x

The Museum System GALLERY SYSTEMS
s

Thesauru: N Configuratie Taal Info  Afsluiten

endingen

Gebeurtenissen T Vindplaatsen
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TERVUREN RENOVATIE —

EKMMA nieuwsbrieven

SS feeds

Dissemination of knowledge

SCHAT VN DE MAAND

PODCASTS

FaHFELEE M M Y S i - s T KONINKLITK MUSEUM VOOR MIDDEN-AFRIKA

EROYAL DE LAFRIQUE CENTRALF

L MUSEUM FOR CEN

COLLECTIES VAN HET KMMA COLLECTIES VAN HET KMMA. HoorpDr
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BETWEEN 130.000 AND 300.000 VISITORS-
30.000 C’DQ'EN / SCOLARS IN WORKSHOP}
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Partnerships with African Institutions

strengthening national capacities

conservation of cultural and natural
heritage

scientific collaboration

educational workshops

training

sharing of data and
documentation

D4D Prize




WHY RENOVATION IS NECESSARY?




THE RENOVATION PROJECT
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Permanent exhibition still
has colonial spirit







museum




Multicultural society :

- The RMCA is the most important
‘lieu de mémoire’ for Belgium’s
colonial past

- The RMCA must become a
window to contemporary Africa and
Its history

- The RMCA must become a meeting point
for Belgians and members of the ‘source
communities’ whose patrimony is found in
the RMCA

AERICA,

: redefinition




HOW?
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Commitment Source Communities

Creation of COMRAF

READ-ME (Réseau européen des S oggetti migranti
Associations de Diasporas et Musées
d'Ethnographie)

- projects / colloquia / exhibitions
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RIME (Réseau international de Musées 31;,1 ol W
. | RIS el
ethnographigues) g

e
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SWICH (Sharing a World of Inclusion,
Creativity and Heritage)

Groupe des six



OBJECTIVE

The RMCA is adynamic museum equipped with all modern facilities. It
encourages the interdisciplinary knowledge of people, cultures, societies,

history and natural resources in Africa as well as the sustainable development
In the region.

Ambition: 250.000 visitors per year
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Modernize, restore and adapt to the 215t century
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(EDUCATIONAL)
WORKSHOPS

AUDITORIUM/
PERFORMANCE TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS |

r

PIROGUE AND PRESENT DAY PHOTOGRAPHS OR PROJECTIONS AFRICA

PICKNICK ROOM [

-2 RECEPTION PAVILION UNDERGROUND PASSAGE

New reference exhibition / floor -1

GIANT
INTRODUCTION ‘ INTERACTIVE

FILM MUSEUM MODEL

ATELIER

r—

BASEMENT

museum




New reference exhibition / ground floor

CENTRAL AFRICAN SOCIETIES

THE JOURNEY OF LiFE 2 by S LANGUAGE AND MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE

CREATIVE
CORNER

MuUsSiIC CORRER

_ HISTORY

O

LIEUX DE
HEMOIRE
EROKODILLEN-
ZAAL

AHOLSIN
VINO10)
AYITIVO WINOWIW
JUIONAN 30 Xnal

+

SNOILIBINXA AHYHOdMWA ]

. MINERAL
AND |
PosT- = ' =
COLOMIAL - s a
HISTORY. _ -
{ : LIEUX DE 55 E =
REPRESENTATION et i : TAXCLAB

CORNER RoToNDE — = == = k - =
t e e r@ @:-j--i—iri_—_tt_-;—j -

S ol e ol Wl el

MINING
CABINET

RESOURCES LANDSCAPES & BIODIWERSITY

> focus on Central Africa
> from a contemporary perspective
> thematic

museum
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A rengwed.permanent exhibition

(focus on contemporary Africa - cultu
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What’s
New permanent exhibition new?

Doubling public spaces

Complete accessibility

Energy saving

Multilingual

New temporary exhibition halls with climate control, and auditorium
Systematic use of audiovisual media

Contemporary Art
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