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 About VLIZ

 (Ocean science is important, and we will

need a lot of it…)

 We need one voice

 Ideas: European Marine Board

 Opportunities: UN Decade of Ocean 

Science for Sustainable Development



Mission of VLIZ

“to promote the accumulation of marine 

knowledge and the excellence of marine 

research in Flanders”

targets: marine research community, education,  

policy, blue economy, citizens



Marine research community

www.compendiumcoastandsea.be

114 research groups, a network
of 1400 marine researchers!



1999 - …

Facilitate and support 

research 

2017 - …

In addition: perform 

and initiate research 

A new mandate



Research principles

• Excellent, groundbreaking, hypothesis-

driven

• Collaborative!

• Fill gaps,multi/inter/transdisciplinarity

• Societal aspects: informing policy, 

advancing the blue economy

• International research strategies 

• Valorize VLIZ ‘capital’

• Networks and collaborations

• Infrastructures and data



Largest source of information 

on marine species 

distributions

Data legacy of 10-year COML

Adopted by UNESCO-IOC, 

project of IODE

www.iobis.org 

© OBIS, 

© Google, Map Data © 2009 Tele Atlas

Ocean Biogeographic Information System

>32 million records

>1,000 datasets

>100,000 marine species

15 regional OBIS nodes

Servers hosted by VLIZ



http://www.emodnet.eu/



Standard list of marine 

georeferenced 

place names and areas

> 45,000 marine georeferenced places

> 25,000 polygons of geographic places

> 10 geographic regional/global classifications

Maritime Boundaries (EEZ) of the world







European Marine 
Board



European think tank for 
marine science: 
transferring knowledge 
to the core of marine 
research policy

Strategy, foresight, 
coordination, 
communication and 
engagement

32 members, 18 countries



- Citizen Science for coastal and ocean research

- Decommissioning of offshore installations

- Marine Biotechnology

- Marine Graduate Training

Marine scientific foresight



Biological Observations in EOOS

Marine Ecosystem Modelling

Valuing Marine Ecosystems

European Research Vessels

Big Data and Marine Science

Recent Working Group activities

Credit: Lars Boehme Credit: ERVO 



Navigating the Future V

• Horizon scan to 2030 and beyond
• Key marine advancements, emerging fields
• Step-change science, high societal impact
• Transformative technologies
• Input to research programming post-2020
• Launch at EurOCEAN 2019 conference

Expert workshop                        
8-9 November 2017, Brussels



“The aim of the EurOCEAN 2019 conference is to highlight the
European marine science needed for the EU Framework Programme

Horizon Europe and the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science“

http://www.euroceanconferences.eu/eurocean-2019

EurOCEAN 2019 conference

High-level science-policy conference co-

organised by European Marine Board,

the European Commission and the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission of UNESCO

11-12 June 2019
Paris, France











GET INVOLVED https://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade/get-involved



FOLLOW 

VLIZ!

@jmeesvliz

@VLIZnieuws

VLIZoostende

VLIZoostende

VLIZ


